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Writing for Rights 

Respect and engagement with Australian Indigenous Cultures 

 

RATIONALE:   

1. This unit aims to be a positive and empowering guide for Secondary School 

Social Education teachers to assist them in engaging with the histories, realities 

and cultures of Australian Indigenous peoples.  The work proposed in this unit of 

work hopes to support the óClose The Gapô campaign by exploring and learning 

with non-Indigenous learners, to challenge stereotypes and misconceptions that 

continue to restrict our understandings and respect of our Indigenous culture.   

 

The National Curriculum Boardôs, Shape of the Australian Curriculum: History 

specifies in unit 3 for years 7-10 that, óstudents will gain an understandingé of 

the European discovery and settlement of Australia and the responses of 

Indigenous peoples.  Students will gain an appreciation of the consequences, 

intended and unintended, that arose from the various actions that occurredô. (NCB, 

p10, May 2009) 

 

This unit of work also attempts to place the understanding and learning of 

Australian Indigenous culture in a creative, positive and activist based setting.  I 

hope to develop empathy and awareness and to explore continuity and change 

with the students. 

 

CONTEXT: 

 This unit has been designed for Year 10 students, VELS level 6. 

  

TEACHING AND LEARNING RESOURCES: 

 Resources are listed and referenced throughout the Unit of work. 
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LESSON ONE: 

AIM: To debunk the commonly held myth that Australia was ósettledô in 1788.  

To investigate and show that Indigenous peoples were a thriving, culturally 

diverse people whose language and traditions can be explored and 

acknowledged.   

 

HANDOUT:  
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http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-a1
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-b1
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-c1
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-d1
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-e1
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-f1
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-a2
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-b2
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-c2
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-d2
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-e2
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-f2
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-a3
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-b3
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-c3
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-d3
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-e3
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-f3
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-a4
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-b4
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-c4
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-d4
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-e4
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-f4
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-a5
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-b6
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-c5
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-d5
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-e5
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-f5
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-a6
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-b5
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-c6
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-d6
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press/aboriginal_wall_map/map_page/map_detail-e6
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INTRODUCTORY STUDENT 

ACTIVITY : 

 

Ask students to write down 5 things they 

know, think or feel about Indigenous 

Australians. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSON ONE - STUDENT ACTIVITY:   

How many Indigenous languages are recorded on this map? 

How many Indigenous languages are still used in Australia today? 

Name the language used in the geographic area where you live.  Name and translate 5 

commonly used words. 

Listen to Geoffrey Gurrumul Yunupingu  CD, listen to the Galpu, Djambarrpuynu, Gumatj 

languages. 
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Would you want to learn the ónativeô language that your parents and grandparents speak? 

Why or Why Not? 

What happens to communities, generations and families when languages skills are lost? 

 

CLASS DISCUSSION:  

Discuss the power of language and some of the ways language can influence culture and the 

lives of Indigenous people. 

 

Note: This classroom discussion helps teachers to determine the prior learning and 

knowledge of the students and to adjust projected lessons accordingly. 
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LESSON TWO:  Representation é 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This ngurrara canvas is of itself a majestic and beautiful picture  (10 X 8 metres) that now 

hangs in the South Australian Museum.  Its underlying purpose was to convey the meaning 

and connectedness to the traditional lands of the Great Sandy Desert and to convince a 

formal native title tribunal hearing held in May 2007, that the Indigenous peoples of the 

area had continuing traditional associations with the land on which the native title claim 

was based.  Therefore,  


